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Annotation 

The present report is devoted to the relevant issues concerning partnership of all interested parties (including all societal sectors) in the process of transition to the Information Society on the basis of efficient application of ICT and knowledge resources. The emphasis is put on the role played by the community as a catalyst of democratic processes and development of the civil society in Ukraine. The forms and mechanisms of constructive dialogue between all stakeholders are provided, demonstrating its significance on the national, regional and international levels. 

The development of the Information Society is on various stages in different countries. In fact, having access to the same global sources of information the countries choose different ways of their development, moreover, in the era of information and increasing ICT penetration practically in all spheres of human activity many countries go the way, which takes them back to the industrial society. What has caused such distinctions in the choice of the way to the future by nations, countries and regions? 

Initially, the problem may be considered from the point of view of the informational over-satiation. The majority of people daily deal with enormous floods of information, though they fail to manage it correctly and thus opt for an erroneous but the only possible way – complete refusal to use the advantages of the Information Society and participate in its development. Those who could neither consciously or subconsciously reap the benefits of the existing partnerships or create their own ones while getting transferred to the Information Age, opt for the same choice. 

However, more advanced analysis of this phenomenon indicates the multitude of more in-depth factors that affect the final decision in the direction of either so-called “e-haves” or “e-have-nots”. One of the major factors directly depends on the willingness of the ruling elite to either restrict access to information or enable maximum opportunities in the information domain. The absence of strategic and institutional support for transition to the Information Society, i.e. an adequate information policy, apparently discourages transformation of the modern technologies into real-to-life opportunities for socio-economic development. On the other hand, only several advanced countries have reached high level of the society’s e-Readiness that enables to face the challenges of the Information Age. This is apparently proven by international reports, ratings, quantitative and qualitative indicators.  
Considering the abovementioned factors, one may state that the information capacities of countries and regions might be restricted which will result in the intensification of the authoritative regime and lack of democratic changes. And this, in turn, leads to full or partial stagnation of the entire society and restriction of the fundamental rights and freedoms.

Since information is the main resource of the Information Society, the issue of accessibility is vital. In particular, the accessibility of unbiased sources favored the strengthening of civil society over the epoch-making events of the Orange Revolution in Ukraine. Having objectively analyzed those events, one can state that, on the one hand, the revolution was carried out thanks to the consolidation of civil society and its resources. However, on the other hand, without access to trustworthy channels the outcome might have been different. It is my personal standpoint that it was opposition mass media, including “TRC “Era”, “5th channel” and Internet media that made major contribution to the eventual triumph of democracy over the 2004 presidential campaign. The vivid example of such allying was the “High-Tech March” held on 6th December in Kyiv. The Information Society of Ukraine Foundation consolidated the representatives of more than 600 domestic IT companies who declared their fundamental position against the deeds of former authorities including falsifications by means of the governmental Internet server during the process of counting the votes. Their overall opinion was expressed as follows:

a) ICT is a tool to satisfy societal needs – education, healthcare, democratic processes and governments; 

b) ICT should not be applied by authorities for falsifications and national disintegration.

The existence of civil Information Society is possible only if there is even access to the information and knowledge resources for everyone. Owing to the access to reliable information sources, the citizens of Ukraine have for the first time in recent years considered themselves a part of the civil society, active players in the process of democratic changes in the country. Thus, today it is possible to speak of the birth of a real civil society in Ukraine, though it is too early to state the launch of an efficient Information Society. The achievement of the latter goal is impossible solely on the grounds of the revolutionary euphoria, declarative statements, or even the variety of current initiatives aimed at the Information Society development. Such a global target demands consolidation of leaders and their resources in order to use the domestic scientific and technological potential, lead knowledge and practical skills. With this purpose in mind, the existing country’s administration should not only declare the nationwide striving for knowledge and technologies of the 21st century, but also tackle these problems in practice on the highest national level. 

For the time being we are witnessing low rankings of Ukraine in the variety of technological development indicators since the mainstream of the country’s development is overwhelmingly industrial-oriented. The annual report on global Information Technologies by the World Economic Forum represents the state of affairs concerning dissemination of the Internet and actual degree of its use by citizens, business and governments in different countries. The list of top five countries according to this indicator includes Singapore, Iceland, Finland, Denmark and the USA. Japan obtains the 8th position, Germany – 14th, France – 20th. Among the former USSR countries the leading ones are Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia (25th, 43rd and 56th place respectively). Russia obtains the 62nd place, being ahead of Poland and Bulgaria (72nd and 73rd places respectively) and Ukraine.
In the well-developed democracies 2-4.5% of GDP is annually spent on research and development (R&D), whereas in Ukraine the similar indicator amounted to 0.4% over 1999-2000. The major drawback of the state research and technology and innovation policy consists in the implementation of potential competitive advantages, intensification of domestic producers on the global market. The strategic task of the state therefore lies in concentrating the financial and intellectual capital aimed at new priority trends of development, promoting national economic leaders able to prompt the country’s development. It is of utmost importance to switch to the economy based on innovative strategy, which is proved by the triple growth of investment rates in the domestic capital (28%) over the growth of GDP (9.4%). Such a tendency is also confirmed by positive changes witnessed in the sphere of innovation. The ICT-based approaches and processes have risen by 30-40%, which contributes to the intensification of Ukraine’s standpoint as an exporter to external markets. Growth of export exceeded 29% alongside with the growth in the share of end-user-oriented production.

Therefore, to shape further strategy of Ukraine development, one should be aware that advanced high-tech development will enable to significantly contribute to the increase of the intellectual share of GDP, and simultaneously eliminate the raw dependence of the domestic economy. In its turn, this will result in fast social and state governance reforms. Consequently, the development of ICT sector is an indispensable part of economic growth. Coherent governmental support to the ICT sector will make the breakthrough highly probable in the foreseeable future. In this respect, Ukraine needs clear, coordinated action plan of ICT development, which will enable to maintain growth rates and then reach the qualitatively new level of progress. It is also essential to determine competitive ICT capacities of Ukraine internationally and identify current obstacles which deter these developments. 

The abovementioned concerns state priorities since it is understandable that the country is witnessing the renaissance period, and the present country’s administration is overwhelmed with the multitude of other important problems. In the current situation what is urgently needed is the initiative promoted by the representatives of business and civil society. 

On 3 March more than 400 representatives of IT industry and NGOs held the All-Ukrainian Forum “Information Society of Ukraine”, which was acknowledged the major achievement of the partnership between private sector and civil society over the last 2 years. The main goal was to attract the government’s attention to the process of the Information Society development in Ukraine. The position of the Forum participants appeared in making proposals concerning the Information Society and ICT market advancement, considering the views of all stakeholders, and in appealing to the President on the dismissal of the former governmental officials, who discredited themselves, from the key positions in the ICT industry. 

In order to support the initiative the Public ICT Council was set up on 16 March as a permanent, consultative body that coordinates the activity of public councils within central and municipal executive bodies on the issues of state policy implementation. The Council’s mission is to elaborate agreed proposals on state policy development and implementation; to promote constitutional rights and freedoms; to ensure active participation of the civil society in decision-making by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine and central and local executive authorities. The Council involves representatives of Presidential Secretariat, Cabinet of Ministers, central and municipal executive authorities, municipal self-governance bodies, institutions, enterprises and organizations, domestic and foreign expert and scientific organizations, as well as individual experts.

The Council’s priority tasks are as follows:
· Participation in implementing the state policy in IT sphere;

· Analysis of regulatory acts and their effect on the IT industry development; 

· Promotion of the European concept of the Information Society development in Ukraine;

· Taking active measures on providing up-to-date information from trustworthy sources to the state authorities responsible for implementation of the IT policy;

· Analysis of IT industry and Information Society development and provision of solutions and advice on the problematic issues.

On 18 March the Forum experts submitted the report “On the Immediate Measures for the Information Society Development in Ukraine” to the President of Ukraine, including the following recommendations: 

· Develop a national strategy of the Information Society development in Ukraine by 1 June in accordance with the WSIS documents – Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action by means of consolidated involvement of professional organizations, civil society, academia and governmental authorities;

· Develop an action plan in close cooperation with the government, business and civil society and submit it for consideration by the Parliament by 1 November 2005;

· Draft and hold public discussion of the Information Code and submit it for consideration by the Parliament via the Cabinet of Ministers.

The national level should also include the initiatives aimed at increasing e-Readiness, including conferences, seminars, roundtables with participation of government, business and civil society representatives under the auspices of the National Institute for Strategic Research under the President of Ukraine.

The next area to consider is the cooperation on the regional level. Prior to the second phase of WSIS, thanks to the efforts and initiatives forwarded by the Information Society of Ukraine Foundation, Ukraine is positioned as the regional coordinator of Eastern Europe and Central Asia within the framework of the taskforce “Regional Initiative of the Information Society Development” – 2NІS project. The consolidated representation of regional interests over WSIS will be held in close cooperation with the European Union, particularly in compliance with the provisions of Ukraine-Europe Action Plan. “2NІS” project is aimed at analysis, monitoring, advice, best practice exchange and the Information Society advancement in Eastern Europe and Central Asia. 

Thus, all interested parties from Eastern Europe and Central Asia are consolidating on the regional scale. As a result, such a partnership will favor further development and implementation of national e-Development strategies.

Expected outcomes: 

· Better implementation of WSIS Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action and advice on the national Information Society development strategies;
· More active standpoint of civil society concerning foundation of an efficient partnership;
· Active participation in the preparation of report on problems and tendencies of the Information Society development in Ukraine within the framework of parliamentary hearings (September-2005);
· Drafting proposals on behalf of the civil society to be included in the presidential report at WSIS. 

On the international scale, Ukraine should consolidate with international organisations and financial institutions in order to contribute to the attainment of global goals, particularly UN Millennium Declaration, including the Millennium Development Goals, by active application of ICT4D and bridging the digital divide. However, multi-stakeholder cooperation on the national and regional levels remains an utmost priority since there are real-to-life preconditions and particular projects on this level.  

In conclusion, multi-stakeholder partnership is presently regarded as the only possibility of the Ukraine’s further advancement to the highly-developed technological society. 

Expected outcomes of implementing the partnership initiatives:

· National scale – drafting governmental e-Development policy and its institutional support;

· Regional scale – promotion of joint integration initiatives, mutual support and exchange of best practices with regional partners;
· International scale – contribution to implementation of the UN Millennium Development Goals, active application of ICT and bridging the digital divide. 

Active measures undertaken by the civil society and business will result in the intensification of the activity of government and public sector on the whole. Taking into account global development tendencies, we can say that Ukraine needs both quantitative and qualitative intensification of partnership-based collaboration among all stakeholders for the Information Society development. The major principle of such cooperation should be equitable use of resources and opportunities by all major stakeholders. Therefore, Ukraine should create the image of a high-tech country, taking into account its scientific and technological potential, democratic changes and strive for the civilized European values. 
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