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The presentation deals with the important role the website of the Frankfurt Book Fair has. It not only mirrors the activities of this institution, but has lately developed as the biggest Internet platform of publishing industry worldwide. Its makers are permanently preoccupied with integrating new tendencies in culture and business – i.e. the increasing importance of film industry – and also work with publishing houses and professionals from low income countries, which still lack connection to international publishing industry. 

The largest databases of publishing industry is presented: the Frankfurt Catalogue containing companies’ data, the Frankfurt Who’s Who including all important personal contacts of key players in publishing and the Frankfurt Rights Catalogue, the largest presentation platform for foreign rights. The latest projects initiated on the website of the Frankfurt Book Fair, also to be presented, are the directories for trade visitors, translators, press and booksellers.

The author of this presentation is mainly in charge of the Frankfurt Rights Catalogue, but also of the group of publishers who present their data only on the Internet platform and don’t participate as exhibitors at the show. The importance of sponsoring programmes with UNESCO and CEEBP, which enable low income countries to join this platform, is pointed out. Continuous networking, capacity to deal with multicultural contexts, knowledge of several languages, practice of foreign rights trade and presenting rights on the web are necessary to manage these tasks successfully. 

Using the example of Portuguese speaking African countries the problem of language is stressed. A multilingual online registration sponsored by UNESCO will be implemented on the website this year. Yet in the end an important question remains: is Internet presence alone sufficient to actively get into an international trade circuit? The statement to be made will be that professionals of the sponsored countries have to be practically trained in Internet skills, foreign rights trade and knowledge of English to overpass the huge barriers that still exist.

