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On the verge of the third millennium, it turned out that many people cannot cope with the fast changes of conditions of life, and the changes are connected with more and more accelerating technical progress. As a result, a social tension grows, revealed in the regional, inter-confessional and other conflicts. Quantity of mental disease increases, caused by stresses of various types, more and more able-bodied people cannot find their place in society and thus they find themselves in different antisocial organisations (including the terrorist organisations). Especially these tendencies are characteristic for those regions of our planet that are characterised by intricate history, ancient national traditions, drastic changes in politics and economics. One of these regions is the Black Sea region, which is inconsistently developing. For the region, the problem of social adaptation and the adaptation of an individual to the vastly changing social and economic conditions is one of the main problems of national and state security.

One of the ways to solve the problems of social adaptation is the development and wide usage of distance education system considering social-demographic, national, economic and other peculiarities of regions.

Distance education becomes more and more widespread, creating a base for transition to the open Information Society. This education is capable to promote the solutions of problems in wider scales and more effectively than the usual education. The problems to be solved are as following:

· to correct individual and, through it, collective public consciousness of people and of social groups taking into account not only problems of today, but also with orientation to the future;

· to realise the concept of advancing education, i.e. to give an opportunity to receive a set of professional skills, suitable for usage in pretty wide time frame, at least, in the specific region;

· to provide an opportunity of lifelong education in such a way that each person in view of his opportunities and desires always remains socially demanded by the society.

Now there are many national centres of distance education (the Great Britain Open University, Open University of Montpellier Languedoc Roussillon in France, Indira Gandhi National Open University in India, Terbuka University in Indonesia, the Korean National University, etc.) and specialised international virtual universities (for example in 1998 the International Academy of information created the World distributed university in an effort to develop the concepts, principles and ideas of a global Information Society using the means and facilities of computer science, telecommunications and up-to-date information technologies). The need for the regional centres of distance education capable to contribute purposefully and effectively to solving of difficult complex and specific social and economic problems of specific region seems to be of current importance. Such regional centres, as Barents-university, the Europe-Asia University, etc. are already created. Still there are no such educational institutions which are:

· initially focused on integration of available experience and accessible content;

· initially focused on quality assurances of given educational services due to constant activity on attestation and certification of a content and the teachers;

· initially focused on monitoring of dynamics of region real needs and corresponding correction of educational services.

The problem of effective concept development and creation of virtual university in the regions, with strong degree of social and economic heterogeneity, with a various cultural heritage is of great interest. In this case, the role of virtual university considerably extends. It is capable not only to provide the educational services corresponding to the international standards, but also to bring up tolerance, toleration, understanding of problems and purposes of the different by the social order state and public groupings, respect for a cultural heritage of the country and the adjoining states.

In the beginning of this year, a small international initiative group has started the specification of Virtual University and intends to suggest UNESCO realising of this project with the purposes differing from the purposes of existing virtual universities. The present report is devoted to the peculiarities and specifications of this project and has the purpose of drawing attention of interested parties and the organizations to the project. Some countries have already declared the intention to participate in this project.

Creation of Virtual University that should become a kernel of high-quality permanent distance education system in region with use of modern Information Technologies, including methods of a virtual reality is planned. Such university, using all positive, that is already saved up by numerous virtual universities all over the world (an openness and availability to interested persons to receive high-quality educational services, flexibility of educational programs, etc.), at the same time should possess rather essential differences, considering:

· cultural distinctive features of the countries of the region, a variety of national and social and economic conditions of life, necessity of distribution and introduction into public consciousness of ideas of tolerance, toleration, respect for cultural and national features;

· powerful scientific and educational base in many countries of region which allows to create the infrastructure of educational process corresponding with the requirements of XXI century and, in particular, to eliminate one essential lack of modern distance education – an inefficient feedback between the teacher and the student;

· high cultural and educational level in many countries of the region in a combination to an unstable and quickly changing economic situation. It stimulates the reception of new education by already developed experts who have been not demanded by a society at present.

