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Today's Information Society is marked by the use of new and old Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs), and the consequences on all parts of society and the economy. 

By the use of ICTs, communication happens at enormous pace. With telephony, communication and exchange is instantaneous. With television, radio, video and Internet, information, images and sounds become available independently from time and space. The Internet is opening up opportunities for interactive communication. Large parts of the world's population can express views on the Internet and spread messages all over the world, whereas before, this used to be a privilege that was reserved to a small selection of people. Without the use of ICTs, the recording of messages used to be complicated and costly. The transmission of messages was slow and much more ineffective. Today, the use of ICTs enable economies to develop into "knowledge-economies". 
With all these changes that the Information Society brings about, we are in the midst of an Information Revolution.
The importance of these changes, and ICTs as their key factor, has been recognised widely. Governments are taking steps to adapt policies, civil society organisations work towards transparency and equal opportunities, the UN organises a Summit on the Information Society and private sector companies develop innovative technologies and services. But how to work together to have even greater impact? How to make sure that ICT solutions are triggered effectively? How to seize these new opportunities in the most effective way to improve lives and empower people? 

This International Conference allows you to discuss ways of working together, to find synergies, match objectives and take common action for reaching common goals.

In order to find effective solutions while building an Information Society for all, we have to think further than to promote the use of computers, the Internet, phones or hand phones. All of these are merely tools. They can be used for transmitting content, information, to generate knowledge and ensure communication flows. It is the way the tools are used that make the real difference in the lives of their users. It is the content of the communications, the character of the information, the necessity and usefulness of the knowledge generated, that will bring about changes. 

Farmers may use ICTs to know about market prices, small entrepreneurs may generate more income by marketing products on the net, students may use computers for distance learning, family members abroad may use ICTs to send money home and global networks may run smoothly by using digital tools for communication.
The impact of any tool, and ICTs are no exception, depends on the way it is used. And the selection of the tool has to be adapted to the needs and conditions of the users as well. Projects and common activities in ICT for positive changes have to be demand-driven and ICTs are to be chosen in consideration of local factors, conditions and capacities. It is the tool that is to be adapted to the problem and not the other way around. Selectivity regarding content should in the same way be defined by users in order to best serve their purpose.
If ICTs are to have an important impact, special focus needs to be laid on accessibility. As it is the information, knowledge and communication that is the heart of the matter, accessibility here implies access to relevant information and knowledge. And in order to ensure this access, we need innovative solutions that combine technologies that are most effective and provide low-cost solutions.
Very interesting experiences have been made already all over the world. Numerous pilot projects have proven that decisive impact can be achieved with creative ways of using ICTs. It is important to share these experiences, and to be visionary. Thereby, the main questions are: how to go about working together in order to promote equal opportunities and accessibility of information and knowledge? How can we get the most out of the positive effects that the Information Society brings? How can we advance ICT solutions that are shaped by the users and all stakeholders involved?
If we want to do more than implementing pilot projects, and if we want to contribute significantly to the implementation of international action plans, like the one that has been prepared during the World Summit on the Information Society in Geneva, and later this year in Tunis, then we all have to work together in partnership.

Cross-sector Partnerships, Private Public Partnerships - Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships – they are uniting different stakeholders in one single partnership to work together for a common goal. And this is what is needed in order to reach synergies and effective solutions in fostering the potential of ICTs for an Information Society with equal opportunities. The first step has already been made towards common action, by realising that there is great potential in bringing together complementary approaches, specific specialisations and relevant experiences of all different stakeholders involved. Governments, private sector companies, international organisations, NGOs, and networks are all represented here in this conference. Synergies can thus be drawn that will advance innovative solutions in a powerful way.
However, it is important to know each other's concerns, expectations and ideas well. A winning approach to Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships applies when all partners are able to add and gain value. Only if all of this is united will the partnership be sustainable.

I regret not being able to be present at this important conference, but I invite you to take next steps for fostering Information Society Development: by learning to know each other and open dialogues for new cooperation and action-oriented partnerships.
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