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Implementing Decisions of the World Summit on the Information Society

Yuri Grin, Member of the UN ICT Task Force; Chairman of the Working Group on the World Summit on the Information Society, International Telecommunication Union; Director of Department of International Cooperation, Russian Ministry of Information Technologies and Communications

Dear Мr. Chairman!

Dear Мs Riviere!
Dear ladies and gentlemen!

Development of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) and their extended application in the governmental bodies, private sector, institutes of civil society is the global trend of world development. Use of ICT is of critical importance for upgrading citizens’ living standards and competitive ability of national economies, expanding opportunities for their integration into world economy, growing efficiency of public administration and local government, improving of education and development of culture. 

Participants of the World Summit on the Information Society reaffirmed their endeavour and commitment to build Information Society, focused on human concerns, open for all and aimed at development on the basis of the goals and principles of the UN Charter, international law and efficient multilateral cooperation.

Speakers at the meeting stressed the need to take measures that everybody could use the benefits of new technologies, especially Information and Communication Technologies that are the key factor in development of individual and society.

The World Summit on the Information Society is one of the unique UN summits that envisages wide participation of governments, international organisations, business and civil society, provided a real opportunity to hear everybody, to make specific steps, to evaluate the results and take decisions that reflect real global interests.

Development of the Information Society, transition from “digital divide” to “digital opportunities” may occur only as a result of close and reciprocal cooperation between all participants in the process as well as coordination of engineering, financial and manpower resources that will allow to avoid parallelism, to reduce costs and time for implementation of the Summit’s decisions.

Development of mechanism for such global cooperation and defining the ways to implement these decisions, apart from sessions of the Preparatory Committee for the Summit, are the subject of discussion at many international organisations and forums. As a member of the Bureau of UN ICT Task Force, acting as an advisory body at the UN Secretary-General, I want to say that an active discussion is currently in progress on the issue of setting up a Global Alliance for ICT Policy and Development that should actually continue the Task Force’s activity in a new form after its mandate expires this year. Russia supported the idea of setting up such an alliance, though not all the raised questions: regarding its mandate and objectives, structure, membership and funding – have been answered clearly. The discussions should be continued.

In our view, the Global Alliance should become an open forum for communication between all its participants on the issue of using ICTs for setting up and developing the Information Society. It shall include the brightest and famous scientists, specialists and politicians that are able to arrange a brainstorm to find solutions for complicated problems in applying Information and Communication Technologies to various fields of human life and activity. This forum shall prepare recommendations to the UN Secretary-General, and a small secretariat (2-3 employees) could provide organisational support for its operation. 

Now it is important to clearly define this forum’s objectives and mandate in order to avoid duplication of the active UN international organisations functions and not to set up a new international organisation artificially.

Our idea is that it is necessary to draw attention of all active organisations within UN family for practical implementation of the Action Plan along its 11 main Action Lines. It refers, above all, to the ITU, UNESCO, UNDP as well as to regional UN commissions, as the most suitable for these purposes by their mandate, staff, its professional skills and operational experience. 

Within each Action Line of the Action Plan global coordination programmes may be formed. Each international organisation within UN family may determine a specific Action Line (or its part), on which it will undertake functions of the international coordinator and will invite to participation all “players” interested in implementations of the given line, thus organising a partnership between the government, business, civil society and mass media. One of the international organisations within UN may undertake the function of the general coordinator in charge of implementing the Summit’s decisions. 

Thus it is imperative that the organisations were sufficiently prepared for this mission and that participation in implementing the Summit’s decisions has been stipulated in their plans and action programmes, including due financing. 

The 2nd Preparatory Committee raised the question of the general coordinator in the partnership between organisations within the UN system that will submit progress reports on implementing decisions of WSIS to the General Meeting. 

During preparation for both phases of the Summit the UN General Meeting has entrusted with the leading executive role its initiator, the ITU, and, according to the Resolution #59/220 of the UN General Assembly, ITU Secretary-General must submit an operational report to it.

The issue whether the ITU will claim to continuation of the role of the global coordinator will be clarified at the ITU Council, depending, among other factors, on financial possibilities of the Union. Final discussion on this issue will be held at the final phases of preparation for the Tunisian Summit and Plenipotentiary Conference of the ITU.

Thus as I has already said, in Russia’s opinion, it is inexpedient to establish any additional separate superstructure, but it is necessary to use the operating structures of the UN and already existing mechanisms which have been proved by long-term practice at the international level. Here again, as it has already been said earlier, the UNESCO can and should play one of the leading parts together with ITU, UNDP and the regional organisations of the UN system. 

Speaking about the ways of implementation the Summit’s decisions, I should omit the national aspect of this problem. As Russian Information and Communication Technologies Minister Leonid Reiman already mentioned in his welcoming speech, Russia is one of the key players of international preparatory process, it also implements the Summit’s decisions and already achieved some substantial success in the field of building the Information Society at the national level. 

The President and the Government of Russia pay the utmost attention to issues of developing ICTs as a tool for solution of all of the tasks arising in public administration, economy, science, education, public health and social services.

Dynamic development of Information Technologies and communication industry is caused, to a great extent, by institutional changes in the industry and development of the modern legal base, which meets the requirements of the competitive market environment that has formed in Russia. 

The industry develops in compliance with the law “On Communication” that took effect in the past year. The Law contains a set of direct regulations that provide transparency of government and removing bureaucratic barriers in the way of developing a uniform info communication market. Meanwhile state interference is maintained within the framework, needed to secure strategic national interests.

The Law is based on the following principle – to establish equal conditions for access to ICT services on the basis of accelerated and balanced development of the national info communication infrastructure for all Russian citizens, to continue building a civilized market and to provide inflow of investment to the industry. 

To promote Information Society in this country in 2004 we have developed a number of concepts, concerned with the federal authorities application of information technologies, information technologies market development and ICTs introduction in the regions. 

We are proud that for the last several years the rates of ICT industry growth in this country greatly exceed the world average and amount to over 30% per year. 

It is mobile communication that develops today most rapidly. By the end of 2004 the number of mobile subscribers reached 72 million. It was almost twice as many as the number of fixed communication. The number of the Internet users went up 52% and amounted to over 18 million. Each eighth Russian citizen has access to the WWW, and each second one – in Moscow.

Speaking about the achievements, it is necessary to mention active implementation of the programme on upgrading the Russian group of telecommunication satellites. 

The space vehicles Express-AM22, Express-AM11 and Express-AM1 were launched in 2004. They enabled further expansion of digital TV and radio broadcasting, as well as Internet-based multimedia services. 

Some programmes of large-scale introduction of information technologies in public administration are implemented within the framework of the federal target programme eRussia. 

Russian scientists make a sizable contribution to preparation of the Regional conference on digital broadcasting that is held by the ITU in two stages. The importance of this conference that can be viewed as a real contribution made by the ITU to implementation of the Summit’s decisions, is caused by the fact that its outcomes will predetermine the whole “architecture” of digital broadcasting network in Russia, Europe and other countries for the next 30-40 years. The success of this conference is the guarantee of providing users with up-to-date services claimed by the Information Society. I would like also to point out that a Russian scientist professor Mark Krivosheyev, that has been given a President of Russia Award for a great contribution in development of communications in 2003, has been unanimously elected the chairman of the 1st phase of this very complicated conference that has been held last year; and, undoubtedly, it is a recognition of Russia’s authority and contribution by world community.

Development of regions’ positions has a great importance in preparation for the second phase of the Summit, and here I would like to point to intense activity of the CIS countries. For instance, the Moscow Conference on the Information Society, a preparatory conference for the Summit, to be attended by representatives of the CIS countries, some other European and Asian countries as well as guests from many international organisations, will be held June 21-23. The Moscow Conference must be the key event within the framework of preparing the CIS for development of the states’ consolidated position on the eve of the second phase of the WSIS. It was preceded by Bishkek Conference within the framework of the 2nd Bishkek-Moscow Conference on the Information Society, the International Workshop “Internet Management” (Chisinau), the International Workshop “Financial Mechanisms for Development of ICTs” (Baku). The Moscow Conference on the Information Society will sum up the results of discussions on these forums and will cover the key lines of development of the Information Society. I take the opportunity to invite the guests of the UNESCO conference to attend this event. 

Completing my report, I wish to express assurance that this Conference will make a worthy contribution to the process of preparation for the Summit and solving the tasks it faces. I also hope that those ideas and suggestions that were advanced in this address will be of use and will be reflected in the final document of the Conference.
Thank you for attention.

