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This paper analyses the evolution of broadcasting significance in Global Information Society (GIS) development starting from the deliverables of the UNESCO Communications Commission (S. McBride’s Commission of 1979-1980) to the World Summit on the Information Society (2003-2005). Digital broadcasting systems enhanced its role in this area significantly. To accelerate measures for eliminating the digital divide, ITU Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R) offered a new global approach and developed a set of standards for introducing multifunctional interactive digital broadcasting with the use of hybrid analogue/digital technologies during the transitional period and subscriber terminal conversion (STB) into a range of programmable devices which address multiple infocommunicative tasks additionally. These tasks include interactivity, mediametry, mobile reception, multimedia, public alerts, the use of digital archives, remote wireless control of the subscriber’s information system as a whole, etc. 

RRC 2004/2006 dealing with frequency bands of 174 to 230 and 470 to 960 MHz will make an important contribution into the implementation of digital broadcasting. The regulations developed by RRC 2004/2006 will allow to use analogue broadcasting radio channels in the band of up to 100 MHz additionally, if necessary (Stockholm 1952, 1961, Geneva 1989, etc.).

Progress in digital broadcasting signal coding results in increase in the number of TV programmes broadcasted within one standard radio channel from 4 or 5 to 10 and more, and it is also possible now to broadcast high definition television programmes in the 1080 x 1920 standard (ITU-R Recommendation VT.709) with non-interlaced scanning. The advantages of digital cinema as compared with film cinema are proven in the paper. 

It is demonstrated that all of those measures play an important role in GIS development acceleration. 

