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Television is the information service of highest demand among the population of the Earth: the number of TV viewers by far exceeds the number of Internet users, the subscribers of fixed and even mobile communication systems taken together. Multiprogramming and multilingual analogue television broadcasting mitigates the pressing social and economic problems of digital divide of the population of the planet in many respects nowadays. However, the replacement of analogue standards with digital standards, which is taking place in television broadcasting, may deprive television of this important social function for a long transitional period. While providing a broad range of multimedia services to TV viewers, the implementation of digital television requires great material and financial costs from both the state, broadcasters, communication operators and subscribers and is based first of all in big cities which enhances the digital “advantage” of big city population as compared with the population of small cities. The implementation process is hampered by the current reluctance of traditional television broadcasters to develop the corresponding formats which would be up to the new technological capabilities and would induce TV viewers to buy a new digital television receiver (due to the small size of the audience). 

Help in addressing this issue may come from mobile television where the leading equipment and information technology vendors, as well as mobile communication operators and television and radio broadcasters combine their technological capabilities for development. Achievements in this respect were announced by companies in the US and Europe (ETSI approved DVB-H standard as the industry standard for mobile television), Japan, South Korea, China, as well as Russian companies such as Sonic Duo, PalmTV (FGUP RTRS).

The mobile subscriber base growth rate significantly exceeds the growth rate of analogue television broadcasting network and receiving stock reached in the fifties and sixties of the twentieth century, while the rate of technology and terminal change is unprecedented in world practice. This gives grounds to assume that mobile television will act as the driving force of digital television broadcasting. Currently globalisation trends, the increasing mobility of the population, the tariff policy and prices for subscriber devices are more favourable to the implementation of new information/communication services consumed from a mobile terminal. Mobile subscribers whose numbers will significantly exceed or be equal to the numbers of the TV viewers having a digital television set at initial and, perhaps, all subsequent stages, will first get used to the new multimedia services and then will make the next step of buying a digital television set. 

Mobile television development can also be expected to help accelerate the addressing of vital up-to-date digital television tasks such as the development of a reliable conditional access system and a billing system. The interaction of these systems with the electronic payment platform of communication networks will enable the automation of mutual settlements between all parties involved in the mobile television system and will allow to automate the payment of remuneration to authors when their content is actualised in mobile and broadcasting networks. 

It is also obvious that large-scale mobile television subscriber base development will result in a change in the role of regular broadcasting to fixed television sets and, in all probability, similar re-distribution processes as those witnessed in fixed and mobile communications are going to develop. It may happen that a fixed terminal, an up-to-date digital television receiver, will play the same role in relation to a mobile terminal for the subscriber as the role played by cinema in relation to a home television set. 

A special workgroup is established within the framework of the Third Generation Telecommunication Networks Operators Association in the Russian Federation to merge the efforts of communication operators, scientific research and design organisations, telecommunication equipment vendors, systems integrators, service providers, as well as the leading television and radio companies and the developers of radio and television broadcasting network segment hardware and software in order to introduce mobile television services as soon as possible. We hope that domestic specialists who have curious conditional access, electronic payment platform, billing system, automated copyright protection system implementations which have no analogues in the world (the implementations developed by the federal state unitary enterprise Radio Research & Development Institute (NIIR), NIIR-PS Ltd., Russkoye Radio Holding, as well as the hardware and software implementations developed by MNITI OJSC, have achieved progress in specialised content development and the great creativity potential available to Russian broadcasters and content providers, for example, to TVC television company, as well as the aforementioned companies (Sonic Duo and PalmTV (federal state unitary enterprise RTRS)) will also make a significant contribution into world mobile television development.

