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Abstract

The report gives general description of the activities of the UN Information and Communication Technologies Task Force (UN ICT Task Force) and the role of regional networks in its operations. The report covers in more detail the key lines of activities of the UN ICT Task Force Regional Network for Europe and Central Asia (UN ICT TF EuCAs). The role of the Regional Network Secretariat for successful fulfilment of the Regional Network’s tasks is noted. 

The UN Information and Communication Technologies Task Force under the UN Secretary-General (UN ICT Task Force) was established in November 2001 and comprised prominent representatives of government entities, the business community and civil society from different countries of the world. Currently it has 54 members. Kofi Annan set the following tasks for this unique entity in his first address to the Task Force:

· advising the UN Secretary-General on “what ICT effectively can and what they cannot”;
· acting as the source of new ideas, giving policy recommendations and information about the best ICT practices to be used;

· improving understanding, stimulating new partnership and acting as the catalyst of changes;

· providing support to the World Summit on Information Society;

· giving recommendations on the ways of using ICT by the UN system in its development activities;

· providing assistance in building digital capabilities for billions of people not affected by the digital revolution. 

A High-Level Panel of Advisors was established for fulfilling such ambitious tasks with the following representatives of Russia in the Panel: Andrey Korotkov (Vneshtorgbank Public Joint Stock Company), Аnatoly Karachinskiy (IBS) and Igor Agamirzyan (Microsoft Russia). Yuri Grin (the Ministry of Information Technologies and Communications of Russia), the representative of Russia, was elected to the Task Force Bureau.

Workgroups were established for the following key areas of the Task Force operations: ICT Policy and Governance, Enabling Environment, Human Resource Development and Capacity Building, ICT Indicators and MDG (UN Millennium Development Goals) Mapping. 

The Task Force presented two annual reports to the UN General Secretary (for 2003 and 2004) where, alongside with the key deliverables of its operations, recommendations are given in respect to all key policy issues in respect to ICT use and Information Society.

The Task Force was actively involved in preparations for the Geneva Phase of the World Summit on the Information Society and is currently participating in preparations for the second phase of the World Summit in Tunisia. 

The Global Forum on Internet Governance organised by the Task Force took place on March 25-26, 2004 at the UN headquarters (New York City, USA). 

The seventh meeting of the UN Information and Communication Technologies Task Force took place on November 19-20, 2004 in Berlin under the slogan of “Promoting an Enabling Environment for Digital Development”.

The eighth meeting took place in April 2005 in Dublin and was dedicated to ICT use in education. 

The most important form of the Task Force activities is regional networks. They are established in 5 regions of the world. Currently these are:

· African Stakeholders Network, ASN; 

· The UN ICT Task Force regional network for Latin America and Caribbean countries;
· UN ICT Task Force regional network for Asian countries;

· UN ICT Task Force regional network for Arab countries;

· UN Information and Communication Technologies Task Force for Europe and Central Asia (UN ICT TF EuCAs).

UN ICT TF EuCAs was established on the initiative of Russia on April 29, 2002, at the European Regional Meeting in Geneva dedicated to the Task Force operations and preparations for the World Summit on the Information Society. 

According to the decision taken, 2 secretariats of the Network are currently operating: one in Geneva and the other in Moscow. 

UN ICT TF EuCAs comprises the representatives of 16 countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, France, Great Britain, Italy, Kazakhstan, Poland, Russia, Switzerland, Ukraine.

Special sections were established within the framework of the operations of the Regional Network Moscow Secretariat at the global Development Gateway
 and the Russia Development Gateway
, where the materials required for the members of the Network as a whole are published in the Russian and English languages. Besides, the corresponding section of the Task Force central site
 maintained by the UN is filled with relevant content. A lot of materials have been translated form English into Russian. An open discussion forum in which about 80 persons participate was established.

In accordance with the structure of the Task Force operating bodies, the Regional Network workgroups were set up. The Bureau was established with the heads of workgroups as its members, and the representatives of the Central Secretariat of the Task Force, the World Bank, UN Development Programme (UNDP), UNECE, Russian e-Development Partnership were invited. The Chairman of the Bureau is Andrey Korotkov who is simultaneously an Advisor to the Task Force. 

The operations of N ICT TF EuCAs are focused on the following priorities. 

1. Participation in establishing and implementing national and regional e-Development strategies. 

2. Improving the efficiency of operations of the member countries in the development of global environment for the exchange of knowledge and practice in ICT use in various lines of business. 

3. Bridging the digital divide in the region. 

4. Facilitating the development of national and international partnership between government entities, the business community, civil society organisations, the science and education community, donors and investors for facilitating information society and knowledge economy development. 

The representatives of the Regional Network regularly participate in the Task Force activities, are actively involved in the consideration and elaboration of the decisions to be taken by international organisations and in the implementation of international programmes in Information Society and ICT use for development. In this respect priority is given to participation in preparations for the World Summit on the Information Society. 

Exchange of best practices in the development and implementation of national information society and ICT use strategies and programmes was organised in the Regional Network. In particular, the Russian representatives regularly inform their foreign colleagues of the implementation of programmes such as eRussia, e-Moscow. For this purpose partnership with the Russia Development Gateway
 for the promotion and implementation of e-Development projects and initiatives at both national and international levels. 

An important line of activities of the Regional Network is participation in preparations for and the holding of conferences, arranging round tables and business meetings on ICT use for bridging the digital divide, the development of Information Society and the Knowledge Economy. 

In particular, the regional Bishkek-Moscow conference was held with the participation of the Regional Network. It was held in two stages (Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, in September, 2002 and Moscow, the Russian Federation, in October, 2002) and resulted in the adoption of the Bishkek-Moscow Declaration, which was a contribution to preparations for the World Summit on the Information Society. 

UN ICT EuCAs Moscow Secretariat was actively involved in the Pan-European Regional Conference for preparations for the World Summit on the Information Society which took place in Bucharest, Romania, in November, 2002. The Regional Network’s representatives delivered several reports, acted as moderators at a number of meetings and participated in debates. The Regional Network Bureau meeting was also held in Bucharest where the draft strategy of operations and action plan of UN ICT EuCAs were adopted. Regional priorities include Information Society infrastructure development and ensuring content diversity for preserving the cultural traditions of the countries in the region. 

The Moscow Secretariat actively participated in close cooperation with the Geneva Secretariat in arranging an international conference “ Partnership Networks as Tools to Enhance Information Society and Knowledge Economy Development”
, which was held in Moscow in December, 2002 (the official sponsor of the conference was Global Knowledge Partnership). That event became the platform for the exchange of expertise between almost a hundred high-level experts from 19 countries both at the intra-regional level and outside the region. The experts included the representatives of the government, business community, civil society, research and education community, mass media, international organisations (such as the World Bank, UNDP, UNECE). The participants discussed Information Society and Knowledge Economy development strategies and programmes while exchanging unique practical experience. 

The First International Congress and Investment Forum under the title of “Eurasian Economic Community – Business World” was held in Moscow on September 21-22, 2004. A sectoral meeting under the title of “Information Communications of Eurasian Economic Community Countries” was held within the framework of the Congress and was arranged by the Moscow Secretariat of the Regional Network for Europe and Central Asia. The agenda included regional cooperation for the development of the global initiatives aimed at Information Society development; human capacity development for the “Knowledge Society”; building cooperation networks for Information Society development in the region; maintaining the balance between copyrights and the distribution of information for development; the role of the mass media in knowledge society development. 

The Regional Network’s work meeting took place on October 13, 2004 at Vneshtorgbank in Moscow. The agenda of the meeting was building enabling environment for Information Society development which corresponded to the agenda of the global forum arranged by the Task Force on November 19-20, 2004, in Berlin. ICT use in eight CIS countries – Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan – were considered at the meeting in terms of their readiness for the second stage of the World Summit on the Information Society. The Moscow Secretariat of the Regional Network drafted the final document of the meeting. The work meeting materials were released in a series of publications of Regional Network of the UN ICT Task Force for Europe and Central Asia and were published at the Russia Development Gateway in Russian
 and English
.

A round table under the title of “Journalism in the Information Society. New Opportunities and New Challenges” was held at the Department of Journalism of the Lomonosov Moscow State University on December 14, 2004. The round table considered the pressing issue of mass media motivation for active involvement in Information Society development as an interested party. Professional journalists, mass media heads, leading experts in information society development participated in the debates. A book was published to reflect the results of the debates in a series of publications of the Regional Network of the UN ICT Task Force for Europe and Central Asia. The book was also placed at the Russia Development Gateway in Russian
 and English
. 

The Regional Network members work on a voluntary basis. In this connection it is important to have a professional secretariat ensuring the coordination and information support of the network members’ network. The operations of the Geneva Secretariat are supported by UN European Economic Commission (UNECE) and the operations of the Moscow Secretariat are supported by the Directorate of Russian e-Development Partnership of the Institute of the Information Society.

The Task Force Mandate expires in 2005. The UN Secretary-General proposed to draft a plan for establishing the Global Alliance for ICT Policy and Development, which implement the ideas of the Millennium Summit and the World Summit on the Information Society on a broader scale. The principles of establishing the alliance were considered with the participation of all interested parties in the interactive and other forms during the period between the seventh Task Force meeting in Berlin in November 2004 and the eighth meeting in Dublin last April. Preliminary principles and structural elements of the alliance were worked out as result of the debates that took place at the eighth Task Force meeting. 

Participation in the Alliance is intended to be open to all interested persons and organisations, including government entities, business companies, non-profit organisations, international organisations, industrial and professional associations, educational institutions, extended ICT communities. It will establish partnership contacts with the small agile entities capable of providing assistance in the fulfilment of its particular tasks. 

I hope that the regional networks of the Task Force will be useful also in the new structure. Their operations allow the member countries to develop and start the implementation of up-to-date e-Development strategies and programmes. 

� http://www.developmentgateway.org/un-ict-tf-eucas/
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� http://www.russia-gateway.ru
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� http://www.russia-gateway.ru/cms-service/download/asset?asset_id=2996545
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