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Your Excellency Minister of Culture,

Mrs. Françoise Rivière, representing the Director General of UNESCO,

Ladies and Gentlemen representing Governments,

Ladies and Gentlemen representing International Organizations,

Ladies and Gentlemen representing Civil Society,

Ladies and Gentlemen representing the Private Sector,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dobry dien! Bonjour! Good Afternoon! Aw ni wula! 

As I find myself in the Great Homeland of the Great Pushkin – Cantor of the great and mighty Russian language, this Great Pushkin that we Africans, share with you, Russians, how can I resist the natural desire in greeting you first in this language that I learnt and loved during my unforgettable stay in this beautiful country of warm and courageous people!

How, on the occasion of this Conference, falling within the framework of a world process characterized by the diversity of stakeholders, of cultures, of languages and of projects, and dedicated to UNESCO between the two phases of WSIS, UNESCO, that institution that bestowed upon the world, in November 2001 this beautiful “Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity”, how, as I was saying, can we not honour the linguistic diversity – pedestal of cultural diversity, in greeting this august assembly in some of the world’s languages?

I would have loved to continue in Russian, on the one hand to symbolize the linguistic diversity of the world, and on the other, above all, because I no longer have a good command of this beloved language, unpracticed for years (how many summers, how many winters!), I would have liked, in my speech, to have been able to jump from one language to the other.

Mr. President, 

Madam President,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests,

This almost lyrical introduction does unfortunately not reflect, alas, the world atmosphere.

Indeed, our world is today and more than ever characterized by a global violence, shattered while all at once spreading and pernicious, which intermeddles as far as the intimacy of our family life. Our world, this “Terre des Hommes”, is being assaulted more and more by a process of dehumanization of human relations characterized by their merchandization through market globalization.

Such a process threatens world peace.

This is why the organization of WSIS seemed to us an historic opportunity to be seized.

This is indeed a unique Summit of the United Nations, in which, for the first time, the international community is invited to define ways and means to put ICTs at the service of a sustainable human development, and in such a manner that several types of stakeholders, diverse in nature and status, with different and, at times, diverging preoccupations, come to an understanding on the manner to reach the goals, after having agreed on the very nature of the new society we have entered.

This is a unique Summit, organized in two phases for the first time in the history of the United Nations, which gives these various actors – governments, international organizations, civil society, private sector – the opportunity to approach through time difficult and very sensible questions, to expose the problematic over time and to build progressively the necessary consensuses, by reducing the great mistrust among them and by learning together in a complementary fashion.

This is a Summit which process of political negotiation, that I had the honour to conduct during the first phase in Geneva in a spirit of inclusion, of partnership and solidarity, would have laid the foundations for a new era in international relations, in which the ideologies of negative and destructive competition would progressively give way to a universal ideology of solidarity.

Mr. President, 

Madam President,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests,

Can the international community seize this historic opportunity of the WSIS process to put a brake on the process of dehumanization that I mentioned earlier, in developing at a world level a new spirit, that of a partnership based on solidarity, built upon recognition and respect for the Other, on further listening and solidarity towards the Other, on a constant attitude of sharing, sharing not only the concerns of the Other, but also showing solidarity in finding means to fulfil these concerns?

In reality, it already had positively answered that question with the first phase of WSIS. Indeed, from the start, and in line with the recommendations of the Resolution of the General Assembly of the United Nations calling for the Summit, the willingness to have all parties participating had been clearly expressed by governments and materialized not only in the internal regulations of the Preparatory Committee and of the Summit itself, but above all in the facts. This is a very precious acquisition of the preparatory process: new modalities involving both civil society and the private sector have been perfected and widely used in the long series of preparatory meetings. The viewpoints of large segments of civil society, the private sector and international organizations have been very seriously listened to and taken into consideration in the texts: we thus progressively moved from punctual feedback to structured contributions taken into account by all actors (from input to true impact). In answering my request for self-organization, Civil Society, for the first time in the history of United Nations Summits, has put in place the “International Civil Society Bureau” and, an historic fact noted by all participants, regular meetings are now taking place between the Intergovernmental Bureau to the Preparatory Committee of the Summit, the Civil Society Bureau and the Coordinating Committee of Business Interlocutors (CCBI), making the latter two almost institutional governments interlocutors.

Involving all concerned parties at the time of negotiations should naturally bring them to establish partnerships for ulterior phases of the process. Each partaker – governments, international organizations, the private sector and civil society – can and has to bring a unique contribution to the challenges already identified or in progress of identification: the digital divide and the division of knowledge, the inequality of access, the reinforcement of network security, the development of skills, multilinguism in cyberspace and the creation of diversified contents, the perfection of various applications, but also and above all, Internet governance and the issue of financing.

New alliances will thus have to be more and more frequent: the information society leads inescapably to a partnership governance, in a participative and operational approach, at national as much as world level.

It is time to mobilize all actors of the information society, to create new partnerships allowing to take into account the needs of all layers of our society, in particular of the most disadvantaged, so that all could gain from the benefits of information and communication technologies.

Mr. President, 

Madam President,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests,

This is why, we have always said that the articulation of the Summit in two phases, resulting from a political compromise, is for us an excellent opportunity that will allow the building up in the long run of the new partnership serving the Society of Information and shared Knowledge.

This is why, we have always maintained that the process in itself, together with a constant valuing of the principles of inclusion, is as important as the objectives of the Summit, hence our continuous vigilance so that the procedure does not kill the process.

This is why, we remain convinced that the emergence of this multi-stakeholder partnership through the WSIS can and has to lead to the construction of a new Project for the world society founded on values of humanism, of solidarity and of sharing – pedestal of the new world to build together. 

The World Summit on Information Society can be the starting point of such a Project:

· firstly, by reinforcing the commitment of the various stakeholders concerned to put implement the Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action adopted in Geneva and, thereafter, through the adoption in Tunis, on the one hand, of a political document that could be entitled “Fundamental Principles of Digital Solidarity” that would set the basis for the rights, the obligations and the responsibilities of the various stakeholders-partners of the Information Society and, on the other hand, of an operational document bringing together the regional Action Plans, that would allow for the improvement of the generic Action Plan in stressing the specificities and the priorities of the different regions of the world.

· secondly, in considering the creation at UN level of a Specialized Agency in charge of providing a judicial framework for the development of multi-stakeholders partnerships at national, regional and international levels, thus answering in part the concerns raised in the CARDOSO Report and contributing to the emergence of a world partnership governance.

It is also at this cost that we shall together know how to accept the challenges linked to the three major issues of the WSIS process that I often mention:

1. to turn the digital divide into opportunities and above all into digital opportunities for all, in particular for the great majority of humankind living in Southern countries, hence facilitating the reduction of the economic and digital divide;

2. to accelerate the reaching of the Millennium Development Goals in ensuring an optimal usage mastered by all of new information and communication technologies in all fields;

3. to promote cultural and linguistic diversity – wealth of the peoples and common good of the world par excellence.

Mr. President, 

Madam President,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Given the context, what are we expecting from UNESCO today?

We expect UNESCO to give sense and content, with respect to its fields of activity, to the eleven fundamental principles adopted in Geneva, and which lay the foundations of a new society in the making that the international Community agreed to promote.

We expect UNESCO to continue playing its role of guardian of the temple as regards the development of Education, of Science and of Culture in the world.

We expect UNESCO to watch over the creation of the conditions allowing the “voiceless” of this Earth to take part in this new dialogue in Cyberspace, in ensuring the presence of all world languages.

That is why we were delighted at the positive results of the thematic conference that we have just organized, ten days ago in Bamako, with UNESCO and the AIF, on “Multilinguism for Cultural Diversity and Participation of All in Cyberspace”.

Mr. President, 

Madam President,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allowing each culture of the world to be present in Cyberspace and each language of the world to be a carrier of communication within Internet is to create the conditions for the reinforcement of humanism, solidarity and peace in the world.

Who else but UNESCO can better contribute towards it?...  because it is in the spirit of men that barriers of peace need to be raised, by knowing how to build today the bridges above the digital trench, in order to fight the divisions of knowledge.

May this reflection upon UNESCO in between the two phases of WSIS allow this institution to reinforce its original vocation!

May God assist us in these great works in rehabilitating human dignity!

Thank you for your kind attention.






