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Summary

The paper analyses UNESCO participation in the first phase of the WSIS in Geneva and its further contribution during the past two years to the preparation of the second phase of the Summit in Tunisia. Suggestions are made as to what could be the recommendations for the implementation of the Summit Work Plan and as to what role UNESCO could play in this process.  

Introduction

Briefly, my paper relates to the following questions:

· What lead to the decision to organize the World Summit on IS?

· What role UNESCO played in the outcome of the Geneva phase?

· What measures UNESCO took as follow-up to this outcome?

· Which orientations could take the proposed recommendations? 
Background

The idea of holding a World Summit on the Information Society emerged in 1998; it was prompted by a series of events organized by UNESCO since 1994 on ethical, legal and societal aspects in the digital environment. The International Telecommunication Union (ITU), which participated in these events under an existing cooperation agreement with UNESCO, suggested this idea. Consequently, the UN Secretary General, Kofi Anan, entrusted the preparation of the Summit to ITU (and not UNESCO) and encouraged an active participation of governments, relevant UN and other intergovernmental organizations, the civil society (non-governmental organizations) and the private sector (Art. 5 of the UN General Assembly Resolution 56/183 adopted in 2001).
Thus, UNESCO became only one of the partners of the Summit, although most of the themes of the Summit were in her constitutional mandate and she was developing those themes, in one form or another, since the early 70’s (NATIS, UNISIST, PGI, INF programmes, dealing with all types of information/informatics issues such as information policies, norms and standards, infrastructures and training).  It is of no surprise, therefore, that UNESCO made from the beginning of the WSIS preparatory process a significant contribution to the Declaration of Principles and to the Plan of Action adopted during the first phase of the Summit in Geneva, in December 2003.

It is also in 2001 that the decision was taken to organize the Summit in two phases, in Geneva (2003) and Tunis (2005), as no agreement could be reached for the selection of one site.

This short historical reminder, I think, is necessary to better understand the further unfolding of the events and the outcome that could be expected from the forthcoming phase two of the Summit. 

UNESCO Role in the Results of Geneva

Even before the Geneva Summit, UNESCO:
1) set up a number of principles which the Organisation wanted WSIS to adhere to; it proposed that 

· the concept “Knowledge Society” is more appropriate than the concept “Information Society”, as it better grasps the opportunities for sustainable development, the ultimate end of any society; and that

· this knowledge society should be firmly committed to the following fundamental human rights of all:

1) equal access to information and knowledge;
2) cultural and linguistic diversity;
3) freedom of opinion and of its expression;
4) equal access to education;
2) and organised a large number of activities (meetings, briefings, consultations, on-line discussions, publications, etc) to develop a consensus on them, including the adoption of basic texts such as the Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity (2001), the Recommendation on the Promotion and Use of Multilingualism and Universal Access to Cyberspace (2003) and the UNESCO Charter on the Preservation of the Digital Heritage (2003) that required lengthy negotiations with its Member States, the civil society and other international organizations. 

UNESCO also mobilized staff from all its sectors and committed a substantial part of her budget to the preparation of and participation in the Geneva phase at the highest possible level, showing the importance it gave to this event.

UNESCO has, hence, all reasons to be satisfied with the outcome. The Summit met the Organisation’s expectation with the adoption of the Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action which clearly reaffirmed all its concerns, committed the participants for follow-up action, and set up the goals of the second phase of the WSIS. Although it did not, it seems, retain the concept of “knowledge society” preferred by UNESCO, referring instead to an “Information Society for all based on mutual sharing of knowledge”.

One should also note, that the Geneva decisions, although substantive and concise, are still a lengthy list of good intentions expressed by the participants with no firm commitments or precise indications on how these actions should be carried out, by whom, within which timeframe and with what funding. 

Thus, it was recommended that the Tunis phase analyze the progress made since Geneva, finalize the follow-up and implementation of these decisions with particular attention to the challenges facing the Least Developed Countries, and provide solutions to the two outstanding issues not resolved so far: Financial mechanisms for ICT applications for development and the Internet Governance. It was also recommended that the process for the preparation to the Tunis Phase be inclusive and include regional dimensions.

Main Orientations towards Tunis

Hence, the WSIS preparatory process for the second phase includes:

· three preparatory committee meetings (PrepComs), two of which took already place, on procedural matters of the process;
· three working groups: 

· Financial mechanisms (123 pp. task force report on existing and innovative mechanisms (i.e. Digital Solidarity Fund - end 2004);

· Internet governance (report in June 05); and

· Friends of the Chair (4 meetings held), on the preparation of the main working document based on the outcomes of the

· four regional conferences (Asia Pacific, Western Asia, Africa, and Latin America and the Caribbean) and sub-regional meetings in Kyrghystan  and Egypt on regional strategies,  

· and a number of Thematic Meetings on specific themes related to the WSIS conducted by various interested organizers, including UNESCO. 

Analysis of UNESCO’s Follow up Activities 

What is UNESCO’s role in this preparation process?

For the preparation of the second phase of the Summit, UNESCO continued to second one full time expert to the WSIS Executive Secretariat to assist in the administrative matters. Its most notable contribution, however, is focused on how to make the concept of knowledge society really operational – the thematic issues of the Summit.

UNESCO organized within the WSIS framework, in cooperation with its numerous partner organizations/institutions, several major conferences on themes such as
:

· Legal Information (Oct. 2004, Minsk); 

· The role and place of Media in the Information Society in Africa and the Arab World (Nov. 2004, Marrakech);
· The Information Society: New Horizons for Sciences (Berlin); 

· Freedom of Expression in Cyberspace (Feb. 2005, Paris);
· Multilingualism for Cultural Diversity and Participation of All in Cyberspace (May 2005, Bamako);
· ICT for Capacity Building: Critical Success Factors (May 2005, Paris); 

· Cultural Diversity in Cyberspace within the framework of the 6th session of the present conference (May 2005, St Petersburg).
The results of these events will be made available to the participants of the second meeting of WSIS in Tunis through reports including recommendations; they will also be submitted to the group of Friends of the Chair for input into the Tunis main working document on follow-up and implementation of the Geneva Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action by stakeholders at national, regional and international levels.

UNESCO has also issued a number of publications on the themes to be reviewed in Tunis; for instance, in the

· Position Statement on the Internet governance published in March 2004, UNESCO stresses that the Internet governance mechanisms should be based on the principle of “openness”, encompassing interoperability, freedom of expression and measures to resist any attempt to censor content. 

· UNESCO World Report: Building Knowledge Society published in 2004, UNESCO reflection falls within the scope of the World Summit on the Information Society;
· Policy Guidelines for the Development and Promotion of Governmental Public Domain Information published in 2004, UNESCO prepared a practical guide to the measures foreseen in the Plan of Action of the World Summit on the Information Society (Action line C3);
One should expect that UNESCO will continue to contribute to the debate, seeking consensus among governments and the civil society on policy issues (legal, societal and ethical) conductive to a broader participation in the modern information world by people with diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds.

How UNESCO is contributing to the WSIS Work Plan?

In addition to the activities directly aimed at contributing to the preparation of the second phase of WSIS, UNESCO contributed to the implementation of the Work Plan adopted in Geneva. Those are concrete actions aimed at the development of the Information Society through the application of ICTs in education, sciences, culture, and communication.

UNESCO’s created a special gateway to information on these actions, the UNESCO WSIS Action Directory
. Browsing through these lists one realizes how extensively these actions are covering the recommendations of the first phase of the Summit; UNESCO international initiatives during the past two years, address, just to mention a few:

· the bridging of the digital divide (through Community Multimedia Centers (CMCs); distribution of computers in schools, libraries, archives,  in different countries;…);
· the development of a global strategy for efficient use of recycled ICTs; 

· capacity building among the visually impaired through ICT training;

· the preparation of a binding standard-setting instrument on the Protection of the Diversity of Cultural Contents and Artistic Expressions;
· formulation of a policy framework for the preservation of the world's cultural and educational resources produced, distributed and accessed in digital form; 

· creation of an IFAP’s “Special Fund” of contributions from Member States for support Information Society projects (inf. literacy; preservation of information; ethical and societal aspects;…);
· the information literacy issues (at all educational levels; training of teachers;…);

· integrating ICTs in education;
· ICTs as tools to improve local governance in Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean”;
· access to information through the monitoring of international gateways to websites related to:
· the development of the Information Society – the UNESCO Observatory on the Information Society;

· national copyright and related rights legislation; 

· resources to Free Software;
· the nomination of a Goodwill Ambassador for the Construction of Knowledge Societies;
· etc…

All these actions show that the main goal of UNESCO is to forge ideas, standards and universal agreements and to build human and institutional capacities on such Information Society issues as freedom of expression, access to information and its technologies, respect of human dignity, preservation of cultural and linguistic diversity, access to education and investment in science and research for all, without any type of discrimination.

Possible Contributions

The outcome of UNESCO and its partners’ activities, including the intense work for the past few years carried out by the Russian Committee for UNESCO, relating to these principles could become an abundant source of inspiration for possible contributions this session could make to the overall recommendations of the Conference and thereafter to the Summit in Tunis.

Memory of the Information Society (one of the basic UNESCO texts on Information Society) seems to be particularly relevant to the theme of this session of the Conference on: Policies of cultural and scientific heritage digitization and preservation.
Concrete commitments and participation should be sought for making the implementation of the WSIS Work Plan a reality. These, within the context of the three directions (financial mechanisms; Internet governance; and thematic fields) adopted by WSIS, could include political and financial support to some of the on going UNESCO and its partners projects or to innovative initiatives, particularly relevant to the Summit objectives.

The present meeting could suggest the implementation of recommendations already contained in documents,

At the global level:
Seeking global consensus and agreements for the
· development of an international basis for the production, dissemination and preservation of digital heritage;

· broadening of the “Special Fund” created by UNESCO under its Intergovernmental IFAP  programme and other “solidarity programmes” in support to Information Society projects;

· adoption of the binding standard-setting instrument on the Protection of the Diversity of Cultural Contents and Artistic Expressions;

· development of a global strategy for the recycling of the ICTs;
· development of concrete control indicators for the building of an Information Society;
· etc.
At the regional level (as demonstrated by the regional meetings):
Seeking regional consensus and agreements among neighbouring countries, sharing the same values and concerns, for stronger cooperation in resource and experience sharing in such fields as:
· Information Society policy formulation and standard setting;
· Information Society infrastructure developments;
· Information Society educational programmes;
· Information Society monitoring schemes and observatories;
· Information Society fund raising programmes;
· etc.
At the national and local levels:
Developing policies/strategies, physical/institutional infrastructures and educational programmes encouraging:
· the development of information literacy in all public schools;

· the integration of ICTs in all public and educational institutions, including libraries, archives, museums to bridge the digital divide;

· the development of on-line access to administrative operations for better governance;

· the development of digitization of information and knowledge stored in all public institutions;

· the widening access to digital preservation techniques;

· the measuring of the trends and progress in the Information Society, including the development of gateways observing this evolution;

· etc.
The proposal of such concrete commitments is, in my opinion, the best contribution this meeting can make to UNESCO and, thereafter, to the Summit in Tunis. 
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