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Introduction to the topic

· Youth education in Belarus – importance of ICT (“The Information Society is an evolving concept that has reached different levels across the world, reflecting the different stages of development. Technological and other change is rapidly transforming the environment in which the Information Society is developed”). 

· Modern society > the role of ICT in the development of the information society> new methods of work with youth> role of culture in education> bridging our cultural heritage with technology> extra-curriculum activities>the role of leisure time institutions in creative thinking.
Bridge from the Past Experience to the Future Developments, Using Present Ideas and Resources

First steps in innovative Use of ICT in Youth Education in Belarus:
WSIS Action Plan C4(11): “Everyone should have the necessary skills to benefit fully from the Information Society. Therefore capacity building and ICT literacy are essential”
· Importance of creation of the first Internet Centre for Education in Belarus in the Palace of Youth and Children in 2001.
WSIS Action Plan C4(b): “Develop and promote programmes to eradicate illiteracy using ICTs at national, regional and international levels”.
· Integration of innovative methods of work with youth. Involvement of Belarussian youth and children into the international joint ICT activities in English and in Russian, using resources of the Internet Centre for Education (Minsk, Belarus). Development of complex programmes: ICT and world cultures; ICT and economics; ICT and journalistic; ICT and debates; ICT and foreign languages; ICT and art.

WSIS Action Plan C4(f): “Develop pilot projects to demonstrate the impact of ICT-based alternative educational delivery systems, notably for achieving Education for All targets, including basic literacy targets”.
· Best practices.
WSIS Action Plan C11: “International cooperation among all stakeholders is vital in implementation of this plan of action and needs to be strengthened with a view to promoting universal access and bridging the digital divide, inter alia, by provision of means of implementation.”
· Collaboration with local NGOs (Youth Entrepreneurship Support and Development Centre); trainings on creative using of ICT for teachers from schools and leisure-time institutions; collaboration with European youth institutions; promotion of the main ideas of the WSIS Action Plan in our local community.

Best practices: Participation in the UNESCO Young Digital Creators Programmes (What is Digi-Arts? Young Digital Creators programme: aims and benefits.)

WSIS Action Plan C4(n): “Launch pilot projects to design new forms of ICT-based networking, linking education, training and research institutions between and among developed and developing countries and countries with economies in transition”.
· YDC Programme is about freedom of creation, creative thinking, new possibilities in the world of ICT for children and youth. This programme helps to collaborate, research, play and organise local activites together. With the help of artworks teachers and children from different countires have possibilities to communicate and to learn more about other cultures.
· UNESCO web-based project “The Sound of Our Water”.

· UNESCO web-based project “Scenes and Sounds of My City” (aims, collaborative process, innovative use of ICT, motto “Be creative”, no borders - uniting people, research: individual and in groups, project results (using Power Point presentation).

WSIS Action Plan C4(o): “Volunteering, if conducted in harmony with national policies and local cultures, can be a valuable asset for raising human capacity to make productive use of ICT tools and build a more inclusive Information Society. Activate volunteer programmes to provide capacity building on ICT for development, particularly in developing countries. (p) Design programmes to train users to develop self-learning and self-development capacities”.
· Coordination of the intercultural Internet project “European Ornament”.

· Foreign languages, ICT and world cultures: great combination. Common languages, common aims, common tools.

· ICT education and culture: inseparably linked.
Future Developments
UNESCO Young Digital Creators: coordination of the local activities.

WSIS Action Plan C8(23): “Cultural and linguistic diversity, while stimulating respect for cultural identity, traditions and religions, is essential to the development of an Information Society based on the dialogue among cultures and regional and international cooperation. It is an important factor for sustainable development”.
· Pilot project “Economical fairy-tales”: creation of the CD and web-resource with multimedia economical fairy-tales, made by youth and children.
· Pilot Internet project “Dialogue between cultures”.

